
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/615,166 


07/07/2003 


Johannes L. Marais 


10953-008-999 


8600 



7590 



10/30/2007 



36088 

KANG LIM 

3494 CAMINO TASSAJARA ROAD #436 
DANVILLE, CA 94306 



EXAMINER 



HAIDER, FAWAAD 



ART UNIT 



3627 



PAPER NUMBER 



MAIL DATE 



10/30/2007 



DELIVERY MODE 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/615,166 


Applicant(s) 

MARAIS, JOHANNES L 


Examiner 

LaAMlllll Ivl 

Fawaad Haider 


Art Unit 

3627 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of election of species I in the reply filed on 
4/9/2007 is acknowledged. Applicant has not provided any reasons for the traverse. 
The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-9, 27-35, and 53-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
unpatentable over Boswell et al (2003/0126053). 

Re Claims 1, 27, 53: Boswell et al discloses receiving a request for a graphical 
depiction of said plurality of price adjustments that are applied to said product set over 
said predetermined time period (see [0027, 0032] and Figures 5-6); retrieving, in 
response to said request, transaction data for said plurality of price adjustments for said 
product set during said predetermined time period from a database that stores 
transaction data for said product (see [0010, 0034, 0041, 0043, and 0079]; computing, 
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for each price adjustment in said plurality of price adjustments, a representation of an 
amount the price of said product set was adjusted in accordance with said 
corresponding price adjustment during said predetermined time period using said 
transaction data (see [0030, 0039, and 0071]); and graphing each said representation 
as an element in a graph having a start price point and an end price point, wherein each 
said element is placed between said start price point and said end price point (see 
[0007, 0026, and 0027] and Figures 5-6). Boswell et al discloses a central processing 
unit, a memory, coupled to the CPU, the memory storing a waterfall history database 
that stores transaction data for said product, and a waterfall reporting module (see 
Waterfool Tool 20 and Waterfall Output 30 in Figure 1 , Waterfall Worksheet in Figure 5, 
[0010, 0034, 0041, 0091-0093]). 

Re Claims 2, 28, 54: Boswell et al discloses wherein said product set comprises 
a single shopkeeping unit that uniquely represents a product in a catalog of products 
(see [0077]). 

Re Claims 3, 29, 55: Boswell et al discloses wherein said product set comprises 
each product sold to a particular customer or a particular group of customers during 
said predetermined time period (see [0075]). 

Re Claims 4, 30, 56: Boswell et al discloses wherein each price adjustment in 
said plurality of price adjustments is selected from the group consisting of an order size 
discount, a promotion discount, an exception discount, a cash discount, a cooperative 
advertising discount, salesperson discretion, a promotional bonus, a product line rebate, 
an annual volume bonus, a marketing allowance, and a freight surcharge (see Figure 7, 
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Figure 9, Figure 10, Figure 12, and [0007, 0033-0035, 0037, 0039, 0042, 0043, 0045, 
0053-0056, 0060, 0061, 0063, 0065, 0066, 0069-0073, 0079-0084, 0088, and 0090]). 

Re Claims 5, 31, 57: Boswell et al discloses wherein each said representation of 
said amount the price was adjusted in accordance with said corresponding price 
adjustment is a summation of the amount the price was adjusted by said price 
adjustment in each transaction for the purchase of said product set during said 
predetermined time period (see [0048-0049, 0051, 0067-0068, 0076, 0081, 0083]). 

Re Claims 6, 32, 58: Boswell et al discloses wherein each said representation of 
said amount the price was adjusted in accordance with said corresponding price 
adjustment is a weighted average of the amount the price was adjusted by said price 
adjustment in each transaction for the purchase of said product set during said 
predetermined time period (see [0040, 0074, 0076]). 

Re Claims 7, 33, 59: Boswell et al discloses wherein said graph further includes 
one or more intermediate price points and each said element is associated with either 
an intermediate price point, selected from among said one or more intermediate price 
points, or said final price point, and wherein said element is plotted in the graph before 
the price point associated with the element (see [0007, 0080, and Figures 5-6). 

Re Claims 8, 34, 60: Boswell et al discloses wherein an intermediate price point 
in said one or more intermediate price points is an invoice price (see [0007, 0027, and 
0084]). 

Re Claims 9, 35, 61: Boswell et al discloses accepting a selection of the element 
in said graph that corresponds to said first price adjustment; and graphing, for each 
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subcategory of said first price adjustment, the representation that corresponds to said 
subcategory of said first price adjustment (see [0007, 0026, and 0027].). 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fawaad Haider whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7178. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Ryan Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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